Intro to Job

“Trusting God in the Storm”
Week of Sept. 11, 2016
Participant’s Guide

v Getting Started…
Ø Transitioning from Summer to Fall – Especially if your
group has not met for most of, if not all, the summer, share
a favorite memory from summer…

Ø Looking back: As you grew up, who did you know that was
an example of godliness and displayed an ability to trust
God no matter what happened? Describe that person and
what you gain from knowing them.

Ø The Present: Who Do you know now that is facing
challenges whose faith is really being challenged because
of the things they are facing? Describe that person and how
you are praying for them or what you are learning from
them.

Ø If you could rate your ability to trust God right now on a
scale of 1 to 10, with 10 as total trust, what number would
you give your trust in him now? Explain if you care to.
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v Digging Deeper: Introduction to Job
Ø Note: the focus of the study as we begin an introduction to
the book of Job is not so much Scripture analysis, but
mutually understanding that you are suffering, most often
God does not explain why” but more often shows us the
“what” that he wants us to do in the midst of the storm.
Ø Suffer/Suffering: The word is found 120 times in the Bible
with good reason. Examine the following verses and
explain what they tell us about suffering:
§

Psalm 30:5:

§

Matthew 16:21:

§

John 16:33:

§

Romans 5:3-5:

§

1 Corinthians 12:26-27:

§

2 Corinthians 12:9-10:

§

Philippians 1:27-30:

§

2 Timothy 2:3:
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§

James 1:2-4:

§

Now see if you can summarize in a line or two what
you have learned from this variety of Scriptures:

Ø Discuss: No one wants trouble or suffering and no one
would choose it if we had a choice. But often God uses
suffering to teach us are change us in ways that could not
have happened apart from suffering. What is the value of
understanding this even before suffering comes?

Ø Discuss: Job is never told why all the bad things that
happen to have occurred. In the end, God only explained
what Job could have or should have known and been
willing to trust. As we begin the study of the book of Job,
why is this important to know as we begin?

Ø Discuss: As a group, list some questions that you hope to
see answered about suffering or trouble or anything as we
begin this study…

3

v Taking it Home…
§

Pray: Thank God for the opportunity to have hope in
the midst of a world that does not seem to know or
understand true hope.

§

Confess: Confess to God the times when we have
sought answers to the question “why?” Rather than
“what am I supposed to learn through this?”

§

Who can you ask to pray with you and encourage you
as we begin this journey to trust God’s wisdom in the
midst of the storm and to learn all that God intends us
to learn?
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